Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 CARACA 05838 262156Z 
16 

ACTION SWF-02 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-16 ISO-OO AGR-20 AID-20 EB-11 IO-14 RSC-01 

COME-OO TRSE-00 AF-10 EA-11 EUR-25 NEA-14 OIC-04 L-03 

CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 STR-08 OMB-01 SS-20 NSC-07 

SP-03 DRC-01 /202W 

041458 

R262115Z IUN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4361 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CARACAS 5838 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR 
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1. FROM TALKS HERE BETWEEN AMBASSADOR MARTIN AND MINISTERS OF 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AFFAIRS PEREZ-GUERRERO, OF AGRICULTURE 
ALVAREZ YEPES AND OF PLANNING RODRIGUEZ AND WITH EMBASSY OFFICERS 
WHO HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH TME AND THEIR SUBORDINATES, IMPRESSION 
IS LEFT THAT THIS NEW GOVERNMENT STILL ALMOST ENTIRELY UNINFORMED 
ABOUT WFC. AS IN BRAZIL, THEIR POLICY IS TO GIVE HIGHER PRIORITY 

TO AGRICULTURE. PURPOSE IS TO INCREASE FOOD INDEPENDENCE AND TO 
REDUCE MIGRATION TO CITIES BUT HAVE NO SPECIFIC PLAN AS YET FOR DOING 
SO APART FROM GENERAL INTEREST IN INCREASING LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION. 
PROGRESS INHIBITED BY DEEP LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN EFFICIENCY OF 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE WHICH IT SEEMS INTENTION TO BYPASS BY 
SETTING UP NEW AGENCIES. 

2. MIN. OF PLANNING MUCH INTERESTEDIN NUTRITION NEEDS AS GUIDE TO 
FOOD PRODUCTION PLANNING, IN IMPORTANCE OF NUTRITION EDUCATION, IN 
NEED FOR PROFIT INCENTIVES TO PERSUADE FARMERS TO INVEST IN INCREASED 
PRODUCTIVITY, AND IN NEED FOR SOIL RESEARCH BEFORE ATTEMPTING INCREASE 
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USE OF FERTILIZERS. HE WAS ENCOURAGED TO STRESS THESE POINTS AT NEXT 
MEETING OF PREPCOM AS OF GENERAL VALUE. HE SAID WAS INTENT IN 
FURTHER EXPANDING UREA CAPACITY BUT NO SPECIFIC PLANS YET. 

3. PF.R F.Z-GI TERR F.R O ACCEPTED IDEA THAT 77 SHOULD BE AS INTERESTED IN 
ACCESS TO SUPPLY FOR FOODS AS IN ACCESS TO MARKETS. 

MCCLINTOCK 
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